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Diatonic 7th chords (C major) 

Bebop
Diatonic 7ths
Chord Functions
II V I Progression
Secondary Dominants/II V
Improvisation

(C)
Jazz Plate: Lesson Eight

www.mymusicpb.com/jazzplate
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Warmup: Major scales (2 major tetra chords)
(3:15)

B flat major scale

st F major scale
st

&
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Diatonic 7ths Patterns: 
Find your starting note (tonic of the key) 
Identify your key signature
Ascend chord, descend scale

Key Signature Clock

&
Key of C major

chord up

scale down

&

&
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Key of D major

chord up

scale down
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I maj7
T

CŒ„Š7

II -7
SD

D‹7

III -7
T

E‹7

IV maj7
SD

FŒ„Š7

V 7
D

G7

Vi -7
T

A‹7

Vii -7 (flat 5)
D

B‹7(b5)

II -7 V 7 I maj7

D‹7 G7 CŒ„Š7

E‹7 A7 DŒ„Š7

G‹7 C7 FŒ„Š7

D‹7 G7 CŒ„Š7

D‹7 G7 CŒ„Š7

D‹7 G7 CŒ„Š7
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Functions of Diatonic 7th chords
  Horizontally (melodically) unstable: The 4th note of the key suggests direction
  Vertically (chord) unstable: tritone (between 4th and 7th of the key)
  Tonic Function (T): Horizontally and Vertically Stable (Sits)
  Subdominant (SD): Horizontally Unstable, Vertically Stable (Direction)
  Dominant (D): Horizontally and Vertically Unstable (Movement)

&
Key: 
C major

II V I Progression

(SD) (D) (T)
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Key: 
D major

&b

Key: 
F major

&
4 bar phrase

Improvising over II V I Phrases
  II-7 (dorian) V7 (mixolydian) Imaj7 (Ionian/major), but all link to the major scale as part of II V I progression
  Phrase structures (determined by long notes or rests)
  8th/Quaver notes reflect the key (scale) and long notes reflect the chord tones

7th

&
4 (2 + 2) root 7th

&
4 (1+1 + 2) 5th root 7th
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(17:30)

Improvisation exercise: II-7 V7 Imaj7 (13:00)
 Repeat each line: I play first time, you play on repeat (option to use my phrase structure heard)
 Hint: long notes heard vertically (use chord tones), Quick notes heard horizontally (use scale notes)
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I maj 7 (Ionian)

DŒ„Š7

II -7 (Dorian)

E‹7

III -7 (Phygian)
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IV maj7 (Lydian)
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VI -7 (Aeolian)

B‹7

VII -7 flat 5 (Locrian)
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V 7 (of D) A mixolyidan scale
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I maj7
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II -7 (of A) dorian
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C Major
Diatonic 7th
chord scales

Building Diatonic Chords and Chord Scales
Avoidance Notes (x)

 x x x x
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x x x
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##D major

Diatonic 7th
chord scales

 

x x x x
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Secondary Dominant Chords
A diatonic chord can be preceded by its Dominant 7th Chord
Mixolyidan Scale

x x x

&

diatonic chords of C major

&

Secondary II-7 V7 Chords
Diatonic Chords can be precede by their II-7 and V7 Chords 
Dorian and Mixolyidan scales 

diatonic to D major
diatonic chords of C major

&

Extended Secondary Dominants and II-7 V7 Chords
Diatonic to A major

diatonic chords of C major
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Improvisation (24:30)
  Rhythm Changes (slightly altered)
  play 3x
  Demo (23:00)
  

C major 

&

E flat major C major 

&

Bridge (Extended Secondary Dominants)

&
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C major 

&

E flat major
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